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GOAN CARNIVAL IN MELBOURNE -
Melbourne Lord Mayor abdicates his throne for Goan King Momo

Melbourn€, February 25: It wru loads of
fun when the Coms in Melboume got

together for the great Cmival-a-la-Goa.
The first Coan Cmival Dirmer Dance night
aptly named the'Red and Black Nite'w6
celebrated today at the Kingston City Hall
with much fmfrc. Intense prudence w{t
into making the event m authentic Gom
Camival and a gmd srccess- Organised by
'Melgoms', a Coan events promotion com-

The highlight ofthe evening w6 the tradi-
tional Goan'King Momo'played by Johnny
Femmdes, which sent the gathered diners
into a realm of nostalgia and the younger
generation into disceming, of the stories
galore ofthe Goa oftheir paents.

As the anival of King Momo wm anticipal-
ed, the organizes requested all patrons to
join in to welmme His Highness. A huge
twin circle of eager md ffiio$ patrons

muched on to the flmr ovemhelmed in
curiosity md eKcitement. And then His
Highness dBcended on the floor - to pl%e
md bless his subjects, he went arowd
meeting them on this 'auspicious' and fes-

tive occcion. A special annoucement was
made (in fun) that in view of His Highness
having decided to arrive in Melbome md
attmd the cmival in peson, Lord Mayor

Mr. John So ha4 for one day 'abdicated' his
throne. Such ws the significance of the
occmion - and hence elation mongst th€
Melbourne Goms! King Momo's edict of
fun was voiced over by Cmlyne D'Sa.

The Cultml troupe led by Lidia Martins
cut the cake of the day. Begiming with a
prcsentation of the tmditiond 'Mrcha de
Fontainhas', their next plffitation, Goan

Dekhni ws staged
after intense public
demmd. The
crowd was rapt,
md the houpe was
called back
for a clap and
a bow after
ach of their
presentanom.

This event
was a show-
cse, an
oppor tun i ty
for Goms to
show off their
cultur€ to the
m a i n s t r e a m
Aust ra l  ians ,
besides hav-
ing a great
time dancing

Melbourne, February 2E: Dendy Films
release 'Water', another contrcveBial work

r of the infamously fmous Indian bom
Canadim director De€pa Mehta, was pre-

, viewed by a select audience on February
: 28 at 7pm @ Kino Cinema, 45 Collins

r Street, Melboume-

] Set against th€ epic backdrcp ofthe River
i Ganges in 1938 Colonial India duing

i Mahatma Gmdi's rise to power, this is the

I tale of m eight ytr old Hindu girl named
j Chuyia very cutely played by Smla.

Chuyia's life is suddenly changed by the
tmditions of hs religio4 when she is wid-
owed md sent to a home whm Hindu wid-
ows mwt live in peniten€.

m mbelievable md versatile spread cater-
ing to the guests with diffrcnt palatm.
Notable mong items on the mmu wr the
good old Gom Sorpotel md Xrcuti that
made mmy a mouth water, md many a
mind drift back to the days back in Goa.
The buffet, laid out in a special mm, "had

m appetizing mbimce" c de*ribed by
Salu Corre4 one of the orgmising mem-
be6.

The organising group w6 overuhelmed
with the crowd and special guest,
Honourable Member for Kilsyth, Dympna
Beard. Few guests had even flom all the

She refuses to accept her fate however and
her feisty presence begins to affect the
lives of the other residents, including a
young widow, who has fallen in love with

a Ghandian idealist.

"Water" gained notoriety in 2000 afler
hard-line Hindu protesten bumed its sets
in India's northem stat€ of Uttar Pmdesh,
saying the film distorted Indim culture.
Mehta m Indim-bom Cmadim citizen,
received death threats md had to abmdon
the production. "[t had started becoming
more about doing the film at ily cost,
which is not healthy for the film, so I said
'stop'," she said. "The film is absolutely
not mti-Hindu ... the script ws md md

Later the dmce flmr w6 packed with
almost every guest dancing to the tmes by
the band, especially with the nostalgic tunes
of Gom Konkmi music.

In his small address, Mr Oscar Lobo, one of
the organise$, stated that while it is impor-
tant to maintain our culture, it is equally
important to blend with the mainstrem
Australims- Mr. Lobo stated that, "it is not
enough to say that Melboume is a multicul-
tuml society, something h6 to be done to
take the steps to blend ourselves with our
fellow Australims md show our love md
loveltv to A$tralia. We ned to cement ow

bridges all the
time".

Due credit
go6s to the
organisere for
ensurrng a
fun-filled yet
traditional md
a u t h e n t i c
Goan Camival
right here in
M e l b o u r n e ,
with all guests
leaving satu-
mted with tra-
ditional Gom
meriment.

passed by the very govemment that
protested, so you wonder about that "

Deepa filmed 'Wuter' in Sri Lanka.

For lovers of mmingful cinema, it is a
definite viewing. 'l{ater' forces yovr nner
thoughts out of slumber and leaves you

compelled to think how to untangle th€
complexities of our culture. Although too
many sub-plots, the main victim/protago-
nist ofthe movie 'Chuyia', grows on you

m you continue thinking ofthe times India
went thrcugh before the sprad of educa-
tion and times of Raja Ram Mohm Roy...
Rating: r***

Releese dete: April 13

away their blues to

HisHignessXinglUlomoorrivingtothodolightothissubiecfs the dynmic tunes wayfromAdelaidejusttohaveagoodtime Mr Lobo infomed Bhtrat Times that

of the band, in the happy company oftheir Goan friends Melgoans would now be preparing for their

pmy,itwasanight,memoriesofwhichwill 'AFTERDARK'. in Melboume Some new Goans in town nextmajorevent-celebrationoftheAnnual

reminisce in the minds of all those pr€senr. "cme out of the wmd works" md joined in 'World Goa Day' on the tst of July 2006, at

Dinner wm catered by'Silvq Plattef, with the festivities, noted Salu. the same venue.

rO.rpo fnfrfrtot 'lforrf unshockles inner thoughts of o moteriolist mind


